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Planning permission was granted in February 2010 under P/09/1024/FP for the
development of five dwellings at this site.  The planning permission has been implemented
through the laying of drainage pipes.  Since those works were carried out development has
not progressed further.

The grant of planning permission was subject to a planning obligation requiring the payment
of development contributions.  The obligation is set out in two parts:

1. A covenant with Fareham Council to pay open space contributions, and
2. A covenant with the County Council to pay transport contributions

The latter is not at issue since the contribution does not become payable until first
occupation of any dwelling, however, the covenant with this Council requires that the off-site
contribution to be paid upon commencement of the development.

Work has not progressed on the approved development, and since it may be that this
development could be set aside in favour of an alternative, should permission be granted,
the applicant has requested the Council to reconsider the need for the payment to be made
at this time.

Officers are of the view that since the contribution is towards open space provision then it
can be argued that there will be no added pressure upon existing open space provision until
such time as the approved dwellings are first occupied.  With this in mind it is considered
that the obligation could be varied to require payment upon first occupation of the first of the
permitted dwellings.  This would be in line with the covenant with the County Council and
would allow the applicant the flexibility of either continuing with the permitted development
or seeking approval of an alternative proposal.  

Conclusion 

That the planning obligation be varied in respect of open space contribution as set out
above.

RECOMMEND: 

The applicant/owner  enters into a Deed of Variation  on terms drafted by the Solicitor to the
Council to allow deferment of open space contributions until the first dwelling granted under
planning permission P/09/1024/FP is first occupied.
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